Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 
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PAGE 01 TRIPOL 01213 311220Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PM-05 NSC-05 
SP-02 SS-15 HA-05 SAA-01 /054W 

042871 010613Z/13 

R 311205Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5793 
INFO AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 

UNCLAS TRIPOLI 1213 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, PINS, SHUM, LY 

SUBJECT: LIBYA COMMUTES PRISON TERMS 

IN HONOR OF THE NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LIBYAN REVOLUTION 
WHICH WILL BE CELEBRATED SEPTEMBER 1, LOCAL MEDIA ANNOUNCED 
AUGUST 30 THAT CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PRISONERS HAVE HAD THEIR 
PRISON TERMS REDUCED BY ONE FOURTH. PRISONERS SENTENCED TO 
LIFE IMPRISONMENT HAVE HAD THEIR TERMS CHANGED TO FIFTEEN 
YEARS IN JAIL. DECISION WAS MADE BY THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT 
OF THE GENERAL PEOPLE S CONGRESS (QADHAFI, JALUD, AND THREE 
OTHER OFFICERS) AND IS BELIEVED TO BE THE FIRST GENERAL 
COMMUTATION SINCE THE DAYS OF KING IDRIS. AMONG THOSE 
APPARENTLY INCLUDED IN THIS RULING ARE THE NUMEROUS 
PARTICIPANTS ARRESTED DURING ANTI-GOVERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS 
AT THE UNIVERSITIES IN TRIPOLI AND BENGHAZI IN APRIL 1975. 
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